Venkata Reddi

Not only Madras, all India, surprisingly enough, had some
major groups like the Sikhs in the Punjab aid Lingayats in
Mysore who were unfortunately the victims of sorce other groups.

So they appealed to the British for justice,

While acceding to the request, the British said, interestin-
gly enough, "Any general extension cf the communal system,
however, would only encourage still further demands and would,
In our deliberate opinion, be fatal to that development of repre-
sentation upon the national basis on which alone a system of
responsible government can possibly be rooted* We regard any
system of communal electorates, therefore, as a very serious hin-
drance to development of the Self-Governing Principle",

In 1919 all political   parties sent  their representatives  to

England to give evidence before the Joint Parliamentary Commi-
ttee that was appointed to bear their views aad submit recom-
mendations to the Parliament, The Justice Party also sent i;.s
deputation with Dr. T. M. Nair as its leader and Reddi Naidu

as a member.    Unfortunately,  within a week of their  arrival in

England, Dr. Nair fell seriously ill and passed away. So the
mantle of leadership fell on the shoulders of Reddi Naldii who
had to make a special study of the problem and give evidence.

But recalling this sorrowful  predicament,   Reddi Naidu

said in moving words that how they were shaken by the unexp-
ected tragedy, **l cannot describe to you the hopes with which
we went to England and the position in which we found oursel-
ves within a week after our arrival. We went as mere lieutena-
nts to that great man, the founder of this movement, the founder
of the real democratic movement in this country,' the late Dr.
Nair, But to our great sorrow we found that he was slsklng".

Reddi Naidu had to write a long memorandum of fifty-
four paragraphs and give personal evidence to the British Joint

Committee.